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EDITORIAL

EaTiclile of b ® Basl ol where?™ A the rﬂgi-:ul’:-;
name 15 stself based on & Europesn view of the
World, ifhe Middle East s r_:l::.'r“!"llt]':.' IITACY G 1=
most unstable region: of the wodld, secking to
destray the Evropesn workivisw through which
the Luropeans nsed ask to deawr bnes on the maps
back m the twee, The Oetober 7 attack |.:I:. Hunras
on Iszacl, the desdbest artack waged oa the |ews
stz Lhis ]|-:r|l_'l-:!:-u.:|:ﬂI |_'h:|n_|_|ne:|:{ the prtire Hrl:l-re-:'1rl.u|:|
theenrpbrwhich che world was lookng arthe Middle
Frsie While il deruled ibe prewice el lorky Teed |.:|_l.
Wiaslungton, 11 pushed back the nocmaler m fows
Vrabs relateny, T also delbuyed (he |::|r1.-¢*'|-:r|||r|i.“|||
10 the secently annovnaced, ambittons Indis-hdiddle
H:-H.I.-Fll.rl:-[:w Boanoomie carralor (TARIEC). Few
bordess avray, the military of the United Srates
have leen furgersd i Svew aocd T by militias
supported by Iian. The Red Sea has become a
trattleproanid diie to the actons of the Houtlns,
Yemen echels who age snpposted by Laan. On
|—~'_'|h|.'l;:|rj' :':.?_ 1||.|.' [‘.'lJJI:'IE:II\_"':lH Uy uu.l.!u::ll.il.::'tl.:l.E 115
Wi aaval nussion o proteet the sluppomp laocs m
fhe Cralf ol Addens. Mow, with oo EETEATE ol Iruce
even atter 5 months of war, Tsmaeli TR Benjamin
Tebirryvihiog e eliteririries] 16 preash Fas Ireacagaz aea Lhae
last sate abode of Graza, the city of Ratah tor the
slely al Tarael To the nlest, kg e cogrsmance
of the feaught situation, the United Nation Seenaty
Conzpand, Linadly :-;'|1|::|||.'|r|.e‘ri.-|1E 11 rr'-;ju:ul:.'i'l:-:.'llll.-
demanded an namediared ceasefics beoaresn Israel
and Palestusian proup Hamas, Wlule, the United
States staved away from the voung, the vesoliiton
wras passed by 14 eoaned members votug mothe
tarous Bxplonag the different themes selated to
tlap CITIEREaRg Woar, thies =aie al the World Foous
'||ri||gx lo e readers, 1he mos ::1:|:.,-:;.:::|1._l:|; 1li=me= ol

(hae aenne, |'.|.::||'.1_=_:||:|!__r_ i‘_’|l.‘.|:-|:-L:-|.I|JL:H et Mfelelle Fase,
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Indian Diplomatic Decision:
Addressing Israeli Settlements in

Palestinian Territories

Introducliion

The 158ue of Ismash settlements m the
Palestinian termtores has been s longsranding
amd conlenbous s o wleisisoisl

diplomacy. India,
with ife lustoocally
prncipiod stapce oo
mailers of leralooa]
tepmty, hmman
rights, and
interparicnal lamg
fnds itself at a
crossroads reparding
herer to address: this
I!'.GITI]'JI-F!.‘T #BAe, AL
connfry with deep-
reroted hizpoocal ties
o both Tsrael and
Paleztine, India’
diplomanc decisions
hold significant
weight in shaping
the destongse
surroninding the
Tacash Palestiman
confherIn recent
veats, the expanson
af Taraeli

settlemyents in the occnpied Palestiman
terntones, melodmyg the West Bank and East
Jer=alen, has been a focal poine of

Dir. Gedam Kamalakar

intematonal concern

This thesis exannnes ludia®s diplomatie staiee
towards Istaclhl sclllemenis in the Malestinian
territories, locusing on the complexities of the
Israch-Palestinnan conllicl and Iodia's lnstoneal
relations with Doth sides, he 1ssue ol Lsrach
settlerments has been an issne and a obstacle 1o
peace in the region. As a prominent global player
and stavnch supporter of Palestinian nghis,
India finds irself in the delicare position of
balanecing its traditional supporst for the
Palestunian cause with its growing stcategic lies
with Tarael. The article delves into the evolving
dynamics of India’s foreign policy and the facrors
influencing its stance on lsraeli settlements.
Analyses India’s anppaort
Palestinian scli-delermination and ils voling
record in international forums not sapporting
Tsraeli settlements. It also examines India’s
grovwing coonomae and defence cooperation with
Isracl, which complicates 1iis position on the 1ssue
of settlements.

historical for

These zettleryents, have
got only complicated éfforts for a peaceful
resohifion o the conflict nat have also raised
mmsations abont the rghts of Palssmans and

the viabulity of a
fwo-state solulon
Briddas, as n
|.'II'¢'ITIII'|.E-']T member
of the mtemanomal
comonly wnd a
stannch sapporter of
the Palestinian
canse, laces the
challenipe ol
balanecing its
sliategnd HIlerests
witly ils sreowal wrid
ellucal obhgations
With & lagge and
irafluential lodian
dimspeona and
slrategic
pattnerslups with
botly Isteel and Maab
stutes, India’s
poattion on the fesne

ol srseh setdements

carnies sipmilicant

umphcations for regional stalulity and global
diplomacyIn navipating this complex terrain,
Inctian diplowmer pow carelully weagh ts

1. Grediam. Kamalaloar
Posi-Doctoril Fellowo TTCSSI

Department of Political Science, Die. BR. Ambedkar Open University,

Hyderabad, Telaapana
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cornrrnbments. beoinkernadinal lea gl postices
apanet it peapolitical mezests and stiateic
partrizhips. Any diplomatic decision regacdmg
Izrach settlemeonts i the Palestiman tocotones
miiisk he gu.'il:!-.-:cl '|1.|' E:-l'i:1|:iE:l'|e.:1 af sushice,
tairness, and sespect tor the rohts of all partes
ivolved This essuy will sxploae (he vioes
fartors imflucnemng Tndis’s diplomatic stance oo
[ziaell settfements, analpznge he countiy’s
hesmonical celaticnship wach Dscael and Palesnne,
sl =leubeyme nleesis o the cegnom el the
hirxackig 'i1'|'r|:-'|:r~u.:.'i|::l||h ol s thecisieans on cegmomel
stability and mternatopal celations. By
exgrminmge India’s diplomanc approach to this
e ol :.r:r;lu-_. e g gu:ill i1|:‘r:.|=r||1:1 tritey 1l
-::|::||:r|.l:-|-e::1'ili¢‘.:1 5l ||.u".-'iguli1|g gt-:l.:-l:-eﬂ'.l.u::ﬂ
challenges wiule vpholding puaciples of justice
sl international laar fop all

lilea’s appionch: forwieds lacael in
diplomatic veluGoms bas-evalved s:pabicanstly
ower the yeses. Histoncally, India had
muAnlEined o casbious sence on s welabonship
with lzczel due to wanous facrocs, wchiday its
support for the Palestiiuan comze and concegis
gbout npsetting olsoons with Al countdes,
which weie sigraficand lng peclsers aml
poevitlens al il

Lomrever, since the establehumesar of
chiplamstic telanons brtween India sod Tssel o
1093, the rebticmslup has steadily gromn
:‘-.|I:I:?1IEEI:: chiiactEireeil |r_'.' i.'l'_'pl::llIEIi”j.l:J:H 1k
vancus belds such a: defeace, agrioilmie,
|J":'!'|r|1|-|'::lg}'l H-rlll. I":I"::IIIHI—:.I:"ITII:IriH'III T:'Irl.'l:t":
approach towards Lsael can be seen as
pragmatic, balancmg u= traditonal suppost for
the Palestuusn canse with the porssit of its
snselacarsil Tl res s

ln pacent vears, India's diplomatic
decision making codcenung lzrael has been
matked by severs] key aspects
1. Thversification of Relations: lodda Tois
sought to doressity s ioteoatioial
partnerships, wclnding with 1seael, a5 pur of i
ieader fiergn poboy stulegy, Thas
chveraficanon 2llows ladis o access
techoolopy, rxporhise, and iovestroont
appeateribes that are heselhead Too il

wopirerne anacl HI:':I.:IJ.1i|'.-' il esle

126 World Foras

2, Defence Cooperation:Defence cooperatnon
brelween Tradhy umed Teearel hae besn a connmslione
oof tsear relairenship. Tndia oo of the bagesd
brers of lacaell defites equupoent, inelidug
drones, mussides, and sorvoiliznee systomes
Adelitranlly, Tegl coninivies engragre. w0 ol
tonilitary exevcises and shos e,
paruculaly o areas such as connler Terromism:
J Techmalopy snd Tonovation: Tndia
recopnizes [aiaels strenpths o wechnology: aud
eyt s Tus soigrhin b Teverage Mese
capabilities throuph partnershyps 10 sectors such
Hh.ﬁl__"li‘i'.‘::“'-'al.l'. Wl el rrtunu|__l|'nTr|1!11l| 'II:"!IIH".'I.'HI!;I':'
enerpy, and crbepecinty Thie collaborinion
Baz led to mutally beneficial outconmes,
meclnding mezcazed agneultusl prodoctrey,
watler comnservalion lechinogues, wid
advancenwents i cvbecsecunty aitastenciore.
4, Political and Diplomartic Lngagement:
Imcin has engaged wath Tsiscl on vesions
utternational plitfocns, spnalliog o willigiess
to eghancs Ddareral ties bevond defence and
econoouc coopecation. [ligh-level visits
bebameery bespcbesn s ol boslhy comraaes have bemorne
more fiegueit, demonstriting & desice to
srengthen poliocal aud diplomste relstons
3. Balancing Regional Dhvnamics: Iodis
condinies o Dabanee s celaimozs wille Tsroel
whils maintainng ties with Arab connties and
the Palestian Anthonird. Indias enpzpeiment
with Tzzacl 15 pot percepeed as bong at the
enpense of ils coimtient o the Palestinian
cavse, Instead, India has esrterated its suppoct
[ a mwegrobiabed Peo-slale solaimm G e
Terach-Taleitininn conlliet while sirmolameansly
despening it partnesship with lsasl

Oreopall, Todin’s diplomatis decision-
I:I::il.k.i:l'lg :Ir.g.uu'l'i:ng li'l:-l‘it‘l 'II'![-.II:l'.lh il l:llﬂ"l:::lil:il'_'
ﬂl'l]'l'l'::li’ll:';'l ...IIHI 111i.||‘|:.|;:-'.|:".'| ||'| 'IIII.IEI:JIIHI i'll!f"lli"il.‘.'
while nrnpanag complex fepiosal drnamecs
The tolationship betweon Todine and Tseacl 15
charartodzed by mutual tospect, cooperation,
ancl e sbared mitesest i enbumey hilarecal bes
ACLTSS TAOOIE SortorE

Toi recend T, Teuhim's |.|.iE1F|=-11|5+I|'|'
bndscape has wititessed subde but spaiticant
clugges, pacticnlasdy b ses velations with lscael,
Histeneally, India's approach mo the Tsmel-



Palestanian coplict lus been cluiacibnesd by
coreful pewdralily memly Lo probecl s mlepesls
i the Middle East and peeserve 115 traditonal
suppent fon the Palestinian canse. Howsver,
some slialeme chinges spd peopoliteal
consiclersions bave [mced Db o jenssess s
attitude towards Iswael, cesulting i a more
prndent and pragmatic engagement.{ng of the
maor milestones iy Indm’s diploonane jemrney
et Lavae] whs the saiablishioenil of foll
diplomatc reladons in 1992, after decades of
Cold War imbalances. Since then, the
tebabionstup Between (be bwo connlues has
.-:h-e‘.'uli]_l.' I!I.'!'\.'i."'.lﬂ'l:ﬂ*i.l. i VHIMNLS seciorn sich s
defence, agoculmre. techuology and connter-
TELEOTLAM.

e gprowing relabionship Tedween Todia
and Istacl can be atinbuted to several
factors:

Strategic imperative:

lev un i:lq,:-:‘.aﬂi||_|z__1.':|' WERER o TR glﬂ'l::li;ll:ﬂ'hu;.ﬂ
ervironmont, Incia has reahized the mnportance
of divecsafinng s steatepic partnerslips o
protect 1s nalionsd misesls Isped, known G
its udvanced defence techpolopy and eountes-
teiroism cxprrtse, has emerged as @ valvable
ally tor Tndia, especally dine to commen
speurily issues such s lerrociso g cemorl
||J*-\.?:r||.:u'|ir_'.'.

Ceonomic Cooperation:

Omtside of defence cooperation, bilazeral trade
between India ond [scae] has croszed 55 hillion,
strengthening then coonomuc ties, Wotking
topether in areas such as aprioinie, water
tgnmgerien!, tensasble enegy ol innovation
g been mnnizally beneticial and has
coptubuted to the sooo-cronmomic development
of the ten conacries.

Techmalogical mnovatiom:

Iszacls prowess m mnovation and technolory
lras atmeacted Tadma businesses and stacced
seaking access to an advanced tesearch and
development ecosrstem, Frucdins gmwing tech
mdusty bas found commen grovnd with Tspscl’s
dynamic start 1p ecosysrem, fostenng

purtnerships in meas such ss eyboosocuaty,
wriilicin]l intelligepce wnd biotechuoleey,

Mutltilareral dynamica:

Toselea’s diplomalic rmegobabon watl Isiacl alse
reflects bos poagmoebic appooach 1o
mnltilateralism. While muntainmg its
commetment to the Palesomaan canss, Tnda has-
sonypht to balanrce s relations with Terael wthin
ihe broad funmeswiork ol |:||:-i_|,r:;1 '|1-|:l'|i:::r
objectives, including the desiue to play o greatig
role m inrermanonal ergauranons and fomms.

i‘l‘tilb‘l‘-lli-:‘l_"t]]j!l‘ Boelmtnaosens:
Cultural and academuc exchanges play an
unporant fole i developing people to people
relations Telwern Indis and Isiael The Indin
|'|.i:-a.~i-'|_5-c:-|.:1 i leamel ok 1'|:|1*_|H'.3.-'i.-:'|| |::|.:||::|1:|||||.||'ir_l.' 1l
India have served as o bodge to enoch the
fahric of bilateral relaticns thronal enlmeal
exchange, tonasm and educational cooperation.
|||-E'Li5°1-;1 relations wath lscasl ape paer
without complications and senutivitics,
particutardy the Palestinian izsne, which
conbnues o pesonale with sections of Indom
ﬂl:]l!':il‘;'!.' Heowwewer, Inila’s |:|:|:aH1|Lur:i|:' ;J|:-|!|1r'1;-l|."[| (5]
diplomacy has been coabled (o addwess these
challenge: while explosting the stratepic
widvanbares of 318 telatonship wath
Tsrael.Lnoking ahead, the path of Indio-Tsael
relations 12 poised to further cvolve and
drversify doven by shared inrereses, mimal
cespect and commutment to nnovaton for the
collective prospenty of bofly conntoes. As Todia
contnoucs: to assert #s presenoe on the world
stage, prowing relacioms with Tarael will be an
potant feafine of Tovegn policy ealeulataons
thar shape régoral dimemics and contolare o

mlobal stability,

wnpracis on Qe Todian economy:
1. Trade Helations India mamtaing diplemate
tivs with both Tstach and Palestine. Ao stance
raken by Tocka oo the issne of T=rash
settlements conld potentally affect its trade
relations with both parties. Howersr, Touidin®
iz wath Iswacl 35 mene spmufcant compaied
b its trade with Palesmne, If India cakes a
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starce on Istach seldements; b eoold -sliain its
pelabions with Ispael, unpaciog Todm’s miepesis
in trade and economic cooperation between the
EWe Conifies,

2, Energy Cooperstion: [sae] has emenged as
a sigmificant partner for India in the eoergy
gector, partecilardy in areas such as ol and
pamral gas exploration and rechnologyr. Any
sl i Lii,|1||:||r1|.||'i|:' relutioms due [o lr]Lti.;l"'r
stance on Israeli settlements could potentially
ATTECT BNEIQT CONPETATIGN AQCERMEnTs haTween
the two countnes, unpacimg dha’s eneagy

ety and sconome ke esis

3. Inwvestonent: Tndin hos ammctsd owwsstments
[rom Istweh compurmes o vidoos seetors such
s |r.|:'[|1|-::|1|:15{}',‘ ﬂgril.'u.'lllll:l;-.I pnd defence, A oshidt
1 Indis’s diplonatic posibon regarding Iszaeli
sartlements could porsnnally affect investor
covifidence and lead o a revahiaton of

mivestiment ]r'lu.n_s 1:-5-' l&eueh -::r:||r1[:l'.rr1i|-.~: ann lraclea,

4. [Haspora Influence: Tndia 1= home o oa
sieble Jevash disspors, many of whom lave
fiess Biv |:11 el ﬁ1|],' rli'|'.|'|ﬁ||I.:|ﬁ.-|.‘: ilecan taken |.'|}'
Indid regarding Isiack scttlements coold be
mflnenced by domestc consideratons,
trcluding e sentiments ol {he lewish
comemuuty i India. This conld indivectly
mmpact [ndia’s economy through politieal

drnamics,

5, (Flobal Standing: Indas stance on
mbermational ssues such as the Iseacli-
Palestiniain conflict -also affects its standing :n
the mternmtional comuomity, Takinge o

[ |.|‘5.|'i'|‘a-|e-:c'1. g .II:EHPII\I_‘:_ the miereats of afl .o
issues of mircoational bw could enbiance
India’s imiage plobally, potestially leading to
inl.'u-'u_e-ivd BT :15|'|:-u|r1|1|11i|=.-: url

partie shupas with eounties hat Shace Soolas
values

6, Regional Dyvnamics: India® position on the
laraeli Palestimian conthct conld alao impact 15
tolabons watly other covates i the Middlc
Tast and the booader Mushm wodd. Goren

12% YWorld Focus

Indm's growang energy needs and sloalegic
miferests e e penoo, msmtainng o delicats
balance m s diplomanc approach is coscial to
avout alisnating key remonal players.

I witle addiossing Espsell selticrnonis m
Palestimsn ferniones may Bave vaposs
diplomatic implicagons for India, its direct
impact an the Tndian economy wankd lepely
depend on how Tndia pavipares ats dipdomatic
velations with Isieel, Palestine, snd ot
televant stakeholders. Balancing diplomatic
coitaderationg with econamue interests 18
eseenlin]l [or India (o efecuvely mmoage (b
I_r'|‘:-|.-er|.'||.ﬁ.=ri-:r1|ﬂ: al = alance on Blus conlenbions
sue o aoworld where teade 1= the pew
diplomacy, especully piven Indias positieny as
wppe ol the worhd’s lages) popocters s
ERPHT e S,

Diplomatic Position: Todia has histoocally
spparted 4 meo-state solition o the Taael
Paleztinuan conflics and sapported the creation
ol an ill.LIl.-!pHH-;lE"”‘l il B L i Palestiran
stiate alongmde Isiacl In hoe wath thes posizon,
Tinchia leaz often bad views on Tzrael®
seilleipents o the Pulesbimen tepitones

Trade relatons with Isgacl: Despite political
differences on aome manes, [ndia and Tarsel
have developed strong tuade el econome
velations over the vears. [he two countiies
coopeiate in vanous Oelds, meluding defence;
apricnlture, rechnolopy and pharmacenticals.
Any diplomatic decizsion on Tsrael sestlement
cortht atfect nlatern] frade elnhons hemwreen
Indi and Iszacl However, it 15 anpoctant (o
nore thar ade relations are otten inflnenced by
reutapde [vetocs, meluchng sconemie infegests,
sl ot simphy by diplomatie desputes oves
speclc Isucs

hopheations for glalml rader Toadia®s stonee
on laragh settlements contld affect its standing
m the inteinational community and ws ade
refattons wuch other connrnes, especally those
with strong views on the Tscael-Palestinian
conthet. Whils some conntrres weloome Todia's
support for Palestouan nghits and may boost
tracde ties, others iew it negacrely and are



copcrrned aboul e polential spidl ovoe effoct
on lwde dwt could cause diplomatic tensons

Mulmlareral Trade Apreements: Tndia's
slance on yeopoliical wsees such as Liach
sefflerments iy also pilecr Ipdids purtuapation
in mmltilateral trade agreements Some
apresments, especially those mrobring Middie
Lazeern or Curopean conntoss, oay contun
'|'1||:|'|."i5-:in|:|'| tebiled 1o Beprilonml |:|:i-='|all.ri."..'-.

Cionelnsinn

Tochiw's dhplommtic dedsion egurding Taael
seltlernenta i (e Palestmuan fermtoies 1% '|:i'|-u-e[f.
to be mumced, balancing histoneal ties wth
bl Teras] and Paleatine, as well as Tndia’s
copiment to o anlernsional los sl prneiples
ol ill.h1i,1:e-.{;'|'i'n.'e1| Iz ]I:I:_IEWE.-IHl:.I.i,IIﬁ 5‘||.‘|:l|:'|-:r:||
for the Palestnian cause and push for a two-
state sohirtiony, if i3 Lkelv thar India wonld
express concenys about Tsrael settlements
the Palestiman tepibones: '|'|'|.|:| poniled e
reflected o statements calling for & halt to
settiemient expansion and & retung to
negmtinlions (o o peacelul solulon lo e
lavaeh-Paleatamran con et AT the aame Iirtll'.1
India’s growing strategic partnerslup with Iszacl
especially in-aceas such as defence, echnolopy
bk dprnaenlbine, wenidad lso be aken mik
peeonnt. Indi can smphasize e need - fom
copsitucve cogagement of both sdes to
arhiere lasting peace and srability u the
region Chrerall, conchiding Thdia’s diplomatic
gtance an larasl settlements i the Palestiman
Terntoues would kkely wvalve & balanced
approach that wonid acknowledse the concerns
of all paatpes wvobved wlils pdvocstoge o D
ard prar solation based on mfernational lass and
the punciples of scli-dotenmmation and
rervitcrial intepritIn wrhile addeessing Tarash
sefflesnents s Phlestynan lemntoness o5 gaanmaly
A diplommetie and humanitandn eoneern fou
Tndia, il can also have mdivect mphcstions: fo
1ts trade relations globally. Balancing 1ts
diplomatic ponciplés with economic mtegests 1s
essential fon new India to navigare through
these complexites o fectuvely
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